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Fr. Edward Fitzgerald Council No. 12772; 670 West Main Street; Plain City, Ohio 43064

Send greetings to our adopted Seminarians:

David England: 614-266-7177 dengland16@pcj.edu

Kevin Girardi: 614-301-4456, kgirardi18@pcj.edu
Daniel Colby:  dcolby17@pcj.edu       

The Pontifical College Josephinum
7625 North High Street, Columbus OH 43235

Grand Knight’s Report

Brothers,

Welcome to the March.    Hope 
everyone is safe and healthy.

Fish Fries are off to a very good start.   Many 
thanks to Brother s Todd and Mark for their 
organization, Brother Phil for the Square system 
setup, and all the Brothers who have 
volunteered their time in the kitchen or taking 
and running out the orders.   We hope for safe 
and productive fish fries over the last 4 weeks.

Many thanks to those who attended the Catholic 
Men's Conference this past Saturday.   It was 
an educational and enlightening experience.

Maria is collecting info re Protecting Gods 
Children Training for some required paperwork 
for the parish.   If have PGC, please let me 
know so can update this list with Maria.

District Deputy’s Report
Patrick Kelly’s tenure as the Order’s 14th 
Supreme Knight will commence March 1.

The Knights of Columbus Board of 
Directors elected Patrick E. Kelly 
as the next Supreme Knight on 

Feb. 5, to continue the mission of charity, 
unity and fraternity established by the 
Order’s Founder, Blessed Michael 
McGivney, almost 140 years ago.

The newly elected Supreme Knight is a 
retired Navy Captain with 24 years of 
military service. In 2016, he retired from the 
U.S. Navy Judge Advocate General’s (JAG) 
Corps Reserve, where he specialized in 
international and operational law and 
served as the Commanding Officer of the 
international law unit at the United States 
Naval War College. Previously, Mr. Kelly 
had a long career of public service that 
included advisory roles to Congress and the 
Department of Justice. Mr. Kelly also served 
as Senior Advisor to the Ambassador-at-
Large for International Religious Freedom at 
the State Department. His responsibilities 
included serving as the Department’s 
principal interlocutor with the Holy See and 
other nations on religious freedom issues.

“I look forward to continuing Carl’s great 
work and will strive to guide the Knights of 
Columbus by the principles of charity, unity 
and fraternity according to the vision of 

Continued Page 4
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Meeting  Minutes for January 13, 2021
 Knights of Columbus Council 12772 

Submitted by Kevin Donovan, Recorder

Officers present for this meeting

Chaplain Fr. Trapp Excused
Grand Knight - John Ciuca Present
Deputy Grand Knight- Mike Balmert Present
Chancellor- Jim Fritter Absent
Recorder- Kevin Donovan Present
Financial Secretary- Phil Powers Present
Treasurer- Mark Needham Present
Lector - Tony Bonnaci Excused
Advocate- Mark Collins Absent
Warden- Jeff Pieper Present
Inside Guard- Brian Novotny Present
Outside guard- Jim Schwope Present
Trustee 1st Year- Todd Thobe Present
Trustee 2nd Year- Carl Haaser Present
Trustee 3rd Year- Ed Stransky Absent
Program Director- Greg Wayton Present

Meeting called to order at 7:30PM.  Opening prayer by GK 
John Ciuca.  

Previous meeting minutes approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Grand Knight’s Report
 Ongoing online membership drive. 1st years dues waived 

for new members.
 Drive thru Fish Fry`s starting Friday Feb 19th.  Praying for a 

successful and safe activity.
 Three volunteers chosen to send letters of Encouragement to 

the Seminarian students.
 Thank you Letters received from Seminarians Kevin Girardi 

and Daniel Colby.

Treasurer’s Report 
 To be discussed at the meeting.  If you want the balance, 

please contact Treasurer Mark Needham.
 Semi Annual Audit completed.

Financial Secretary`s Report
 $60.50 to Mike Balmert and $270.45 to Jeff piper for Sub 

Sale supplies.
 $144.36 to Carl Haaser for Zoom meeting fees. $575.84 to 

Todd Thobe for Fish Fry supplies.
 Deposits: $546 Football Frenzy Rebates. $730 Sub Sale 

Proceeds. $590 from Dues and Gimmie Five. 

Unfinished Business
 Superbowl sub sales of 132 subs. Cleared a profit of $399.  

Total profit from last year’s three sales, $1294.60.
 Fish fry workers schedule completed and sent out.  

Reminder all volunteers need to sign a Covid 19 Release.
 All volunteers are asked to park in the middle sections of the 

parking lot as traffic will be directed around the perimeter. 

New Business 
 Scholarship entries will be accepted starting March 1st 

with a deadline of April 15.
 Our Council Website is progressing quickly, with the 

finishing touches in progress.

4th Degree/D.D. Report

 Two upcoming online 4th Degree Exemplifications. 
March 13th at 10am and March 23rd at 7PM.  $50 
registration fee at the District 3 Ohio website.

 Feb 20th online District Meeting and Feb 21st Cash 
Bonanza kickoff.  

 Men’s Conference will be Virtual this year.

Good of the Order

Soul of Tina Pucel, Deacon Tony Bonacci, Barbara 
Ciuca, Lexi Berry, Peggy Powers, Tom Bleisch, Liam 
Kirchner, Shane Huffman and Wife, Vivian Powell, Kent 
and Carol Parks

Committee Reports continued on page 5

Dates to Remember 

Mar 10th: In-person & Zoom 
meeting 7:00—Pat House

Mar 17th: St Patrick’s Day  –
2021

Mar 15th  St Joseph Parish 
Adoration Day—Sign up

Mar 24th: Social/Officers 
Meeting 7:30 PAC

Mee�ng Minutes 
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 Our Call to Greatness

Mediocre is such an odd word. 
It’s La�n root is ‘medius’ mean-
ing middle and ‘ocris’ which 

means rugged mountain. So mediocre is 
being about half way up the mountain. I 
don’t think any of us want to be mediocre 
in any area of our lives, but ’mediocre' is a 
good word for us to consider during this 
season of Lent in which we are called to 
go all in with spiritual prac�ces for 40 
days.

Spiritual mediocrity can mean something 
different for each of us. I think that we 
can agree that we want to keep climbing 
the mountain, the en�re 40 days of Lent, 
and not be stuck halfway up with habits of 
prayer, fas�ng and almsgiving that fizzle, 
become ho-hum, or are cast aside alto-
gether.

We are all called to greatness. Each. And. 
Every. One. Of. Us. How we get there is 
very individual, between each of us and 
God. It is not something we can do on our 
own and it o�en doesn’t feel like the 
world is helping us much.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI said, “The 
world offers you comfort. But you were 
not made for comfort. You were made for 
greatness.”

The secular world doesn’t encourage the 
sacrifice and selflessness that we seek 
during Lent. It is however, the giving more 

By Lori 
Crock

The Chat Corner

of ourselves that helps us lean into Jesus 
and his love more deeply, richly and purely.

I want Lent to be meaningful for you and 
for me. I want to pray more, be faithful to 
holy and healthy habits that will help me 
grow closer to Jesus and grow in holiness. 
Of course, our desire needs to be paired 
with solid ac�ons that we discern and im-
plement to see real, sustainable changes in 
our a�tudes and ac�ons, to avoid medioc-
rity.

Journaling is something I have added to my 
prayer life this Lent, so I can reflect on the 
Gospel, a saint, or my love (or lack of love) 
of neighbor. I haven’t journaled for a while, 
but so far it is revealing a lot about my mo-
�va�ons, where I am weak or strong, and I 
think this prac�ce will bear good fruit over 
�me.

As we seek to implement Lenten ac�ons 
that help us rise above mediocrity, the 
word ‘courageous’ comes to mind. Feeling 
called to a new spiritual or physical prac�ce 
this Lent? Do it. Go for it. Be courageous 
and give your yes to God! 

I’ll close with these encouraging words St. 
Pope John Paul II, “It is Jesus who s�rs in 
you the desire to do something great with 
your lives, the will to follow an ideal, the 
refusal to allow yourselves to be grounded 
down by mediocrity, the courage to com-
mit yourselves humbly and pa�ently to im-
proving yourselves and society, making the 
world more human and more fraternal.”

Lori



 4Page

Program Director Report

Most of our programs for 2020-2021 have been 
completed with a few remaining.  We ended 
February with the Catholic Men’s Conference on 
Saturday with 11 attendees at the PAC (9 of 
which were Knights).  If you watched it on 
YouTube at home rather than at the PAC, 
please let me know by sending me an e-mail to 
the address listed below.  I would like to get an 
accurate count of all who viewed the event.  
Fish Fries continue on a carryout only basis 
which has been very successful.  We had a few 
kinks the first week which were resolved in the 
second week.  Thanks to all who are supporting 
this program by buying dinners or working the 
fries, only 4 more left. 

Hope everyone stays healthy. 

Vivat Jesus,
Greg Wayton
Program Director
 gwayton01@yahoo.com

As we approach the end of our Fraternal year, 
there are still some activities to do:

The annual Fr Calder Memorial Scholarship 
time is upcoming, so spread the word to our 
high school seniors and college students.    
Deadline will be April 15th this year.

Also, the Knights have helped out each year 
at the Easter Vigil mass, which will be 
Saturday night April 3rd.    Looking for 
Brothers for lectors, servers, ushers and EM.    
Let me know and will get more info re times to 
everyone in the future.

Finally, we will select our "of the year" awards 
soon.

In Brotherhood,
John Ciuca, GK

Our March 10th meeting will start at 7:00 
instead of 7:30 because of a conflict.

Grand Knight Report Continued from Page 1

Blessed Michael McGivney. These principles are as important today as they were almost 140 years 
ago at our founding. They are a proven path to deepen our Catholic faith, and build strong families, 
strong parishes, and strong communities that work together for the common good and recognize the 
dignity and worth of every human being.

I ask for prayers as I endeavor to advance the great history and traditions of the Knights of 
Columbus in service to the Lord, his Church, our brother Knights and their families, our parishes 
and our communities.”  Mr. Patrick Kelly, Supreme Knight.  

Vivat Jesus,
God Bless,
Jeff Fisher, DD
District 36

DD Report Continued from Page 1
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From the Editor:

Our St Joseph Parish has been asked to participate in the 40 days of lent Adoration program.  Our 
date is Monday, March 15th  I signed up for the 8-9 slot.  I welcome and urge ANY Brother Knight to 
join me OR sign up with your family for an hour of prayer.

I usually say the rosary about 40 minbutes into my adoration hour.  If you would like, anyone coming 
to pray with me can join in that rosary.

Stay safe!

St Joseph, pray for us.
Blessed Michael McGivney, pray for us.

Because of a streaming event at the Church on 
March 10th, our meeting will start at 7:00 and the 
Zoom part will be terminated at 7:50.

Written and edited by Carl Haaser, member of Council No. 12772. 
 

Please send inputs or comments to me at cjhaaser@gmail.com 

Leave no Brother behind
If you know of a Brother in need, please reach out to 
him, find out his current needs and quietly pass those 
needs on to the Grand Knight John Ciuca or one of the 
Trustees.  It is incumbent upon us to watch out for each 
other.  Especially during these trying times.

Committee Reports  

K of C Business meeting
2/10/2021

Upcoming Events:
Novena 9 days for Life - January

Have received very few acknowledgements of participa-
tion.  So far I’ve got 6.

Event has not been submitted yet.

Gifts for Life – 12/26 – 2/2
Concluded, event will be submitted when we have a $ to-

tal.  Updated total $955.

Catholic Men’s Conference 2/27
Open to all members and non-members

We will start the day with TMIY at 7:30 for those that 
wish to attend

Breakfast timing TBD.

Live Stream at the PAC starting at 9:00 and ending at noon

Pizza lunch after the broadcast is over

Need a head count as to who will be attending

Need to register on line at CatholicMensMinis-
try.com.  Registration fee is $10.00

Replacement Activities
TMIY in the Faith category for state (replaces Bap-

tisms)

Donate $250 to Habitat for Humanity to replace the 
free throw competition in the Community Catego-
ry.

Donate $250 to Special Olympics to replace March for 
Life (equals LY donation) in the Life Category.

Other activities to be submitted
“Of the Year” winners need to be determined (Chaplin 

or Spiritual Director, Family, Youth, Knight)

If we receive credit for all of these activities we should 
be eligible for the Columbian Award.

Sub Sale 2/8/21: 132 subs made and sold
Sales: $730 We are looking for 1 more 
Donations $70 sub sale before summer
Cost: $330.95
Profit: 399.05
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Carl Haaser is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Council Meeting
Time: Mar 10, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
        Every month on the Second Wed, until Jun 9, 2021, 4 occurrence(s)
        Mar 10, 2021 07:00 PM
        Apr 14, 2021 07:00 PM
        May 12, 2021 07:00 PM
        Jun 9, 2021 07:00 PM
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Monthly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZIuc-2upjMtHt2PCSguxVte0jZxbwgJLXm6/ics?
icsToken=98tyKuGurT8uHNydtx2ORpwAA4-gLO7xiFxagrcPrDzWBDVLVBfzZuh4KrBoF_L8

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86344688749?pwd=ei9Cck1RMGl4N2VBWmJMZWhVbW9zQT09

Meeting ID: 863 4468 8749
Passcode: Zoom&05265
One tap mobile
+19294362866,,86344688749#,,,,*4414310170# US (New York)
+13017158592,,86344688749#,,,,*4414310170# US (Washington DC)

Dial by your location
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 863 4468 8749
Passcode: 4414310170
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdqeVmvfB3

NOTE; Meetings start at 7:30  I open the Zoom site at 7:00 to setup and prepare.  Please do not log 
in until after 7:20.  Thank you

On-line Zoom Credentials for 
Mqrch 10 meeting
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Brother Knights working the first Fish Fry.  Taking order from the runners, filling the orders and cooking the fish 
& fries.  Also, on Thurdday night—preparing the fish for the next Friday Fish Fry.

Thank you all for helping out.  Thursday night is a fun time to chat and squezze some fish.  Join us!


